Town of Berthoud
807 Mountain Ave.
Berthoud, CO 80513
970.532.2643

Contact: Jeremy Olinger, Town of Berthoud Parks and Recreation Director, 970.532.1600
Date: June 26, 2017

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Berthoud Supports National Mosquito Control Awareness Week
National Mosquito Control Awareness week is June 25-July 1, 2017 and the Town of Berthoud reminds all
residents to take precautions against the West Nile Virus (WNV) and other mosquito-borne viruses this summer.
WNV is transmitted by mosquitoes that bite infected birds and then spread the infection to humans and other
animals.
The West Nile Virus (WNV) is a serious, often fatal disease that has been identified in Larimer County. During last
week’s routine trapping and testing of mosquitoes in Berthoud, Colorado State University researchers found the
first WNV-positive mosquito from anywhere in the state.
“The Vector Index (the metric used to determine WNV threat levels) for the Town is higher than we typically see at
this time of year, but it does not meet the Town’s threshold for (mosquito) fogging at this point in time,” said
Vector Disease Control International’s Broox Boze.
Boze added that it is likely that we will see viral activity from WNV through the end of the summer and that
residents should be vigilant in protecting themselves.
To prevent WNV, the Town of Berthoud recommends that residents:
o Dump standing water on your property at least once a week
o Dress appropriately with loose-fitting, light-colored pants and long-sleeved shirts
o Defend yourself by using an appropriate insect repellant
o Be aware at dawn and dusk when mosquitoes are the most active
Berthoud’s Mosquito Control Policy
On June 13, 2017, the Town board approved resolution number 6-17b to establish a mosquito control policy.
The resolution includes language about:
o Mosquito larvae control
o Designed to kill mosquito larvae before they emerge from breeding areas
o Natural, non-toxic biological product, not harmful to fish and other animals
o See website for larvicide program boundary areas
o Adult mosquito control
o Contracted mosquito control company (Vector Disease Control International - VDCI) has four traps
in the Town
o Traps are sent to CSU for weekly testing of WNV
o Adult control measures (spraying) will occur over two consecutive days when the weekly
cumulative traps for Berthoud’s Vector Index are over 0.5
A minimum of 48 hours notice will be given to residents prior to adult control measures commencing. Residents will be
notified via press release, website updates, social media and on the VDCI website.

Learn more online at www.berthoud.org/westnile.
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